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Abstract

Terminology has a great importance in different fields of knowledge.
The Arab researchers realized this reality and has considered
terminology a key factor in sciences. In fact, terminology is a criterion
in the development and in the civilizational progress of a nation.

Translation allowed the emergence of a movement of writings in
critical theory; a lot of books in this field were produced along with
others in rhetoric. These books were concerned with elaborating
theories in the in the 4™ century of the pre-Islamic period. The most
important ones were lbn Tabtaba’s the Comparative Study of Poetry
(=4l Jbe)  and Kudama’s the Critics of Poetry. These two books
paved the way to a new era in theoretical studies in the Arab world.
As for practical critical studies, El Amadi’s book A Comparative study
between Abi Temmam and El Bouhtouri is no doubt the most
important. The fourth work is El Djurdjani’s Mediation between El
Moutanabi and his Opponents. These four critical books are all
concerned with poetry since their writers analyzed this genre trying
to highlight its aesthetic side end even the negative aspects. Their
analysis relied on their Arabic cultural background knowledge.
However, some of them used their knowledge in foreign cultures
which influenced the Arab’s when they dealt with other people either
directly or thanks to translation. Because of this cultural contact,
many critical terms appeared according to two sources. The first is
the Arabs heritage which confirms its authenticity. This was reflected
in the terminology used by the critics and which was not affected by
foreign terminology. The second ids the foreign influence that was
introduced to the Arab critical work through translation. The
introduced vocabulary transformed the points of view about the Arab
poetry. The latter has been concern of many critics belonging to
different environments. They have tried to fix its limits which
characterizes it from the other branches of art. Some evaluated it
according to the way it is written and organized, others took into
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consideration its music and rhythm, and some others concentrated
on its meanings. Finally, all of them agreed on the fact that poetry is
a balanced discourse having its own rhythm. They concluded that
poetry is limited between rhythm and balance. This definition was
well known among linguists for its metrics. This idea is reflected in
Ibn Tabataba’s work who considers metrics as the fundamental
difference between poetry and prose. On the other hand, Kudama
considers rhythm and metrics the most important factors which
characterize poetry compared to prose. Then things changed; El
Amadi considered poetry a science and an art. El Djurdjani, on his
part, added to balance and rhythm other factors such as attitude,
intelligence, experience, and narration. These critics among others
participated with their criteria in founding the concept of poetry
based upon form rather than fiction. The latter was studied according
to partial poetic images related to metaphor or technics of
comparison which were the main tools of the poet.

When the Arabs got interested in the Greek philosophy, this became
an important factor in the civilizational and cultural interaction,
which gave birth to the terminology in the four previous works. These
were influenced by the Greek Aristotle philosophy. The Arab’s
philosophers and thinkers achievements is a trial to understand this
terminology to understand Arabic poetry. Therefore, they were not
just trying to explain Aristotle, but they produced effective readings
which created a referential foreign terminology affecting its concept.
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