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Abstract

The Arabic language. is a-fundamental component of
the Arab-Islamic identity, a vessel that carries the Arab-
Islamic heritage and.actool for thought, culture, and
literature. It has been.subjected to attacks from the West
and, behind them, the Orientalists. To elaborate on this
idea further;.this research paper aims to shed light on
the role played by the Orientalists in marginalizing the
classical Arabic language from cultural and literary life,
under-the pretext of its difficulty in being used by
speakers and its inability to keep up with modernity.
This was driven by their desire to eliminate, weaken,
and destroy its intellectual and religious heritage, while
promoting the vernacular and using it as a tool for
literary expression. However, their claims and lies did
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not succeed, and they failed to achieve their goal. The
classical Arabic language remained strong, preserving
its beauty and immortality, and was not diminished by
successive generations, unlike what happened to similar
ancient languages, which have completely faded away
from the mouths of their speakers.

Keywords: dialectal Arabic; Orientalism; Western
criticism; Arabic language; Orientalists' attitudes.
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