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Abstract:

This article examines. the growth and prosperity of the
Venetian trade after establishing its maritime empire in the East,
particularly after its position was strengthened following the fell
of Constantinople in*1204, AD during the Fourth Crusade. It also
highlights how_Venice rose to global power and influence, a
success'it certainly would not have achieved without the cunning,
shrewdness;. political acumen, and foresight of its rulers. This
was “in addition the maritime expertise of its merchants, who
secured the best lands and strategic locations, both for military
and commercial purposes, and for navigational crossing points
along the route connecting its port to the Bosphorus Strait.
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These gains contributed to the development of its economy and
the expansion of its trade network in these regions and islands,
extending from the heart of Constantinople and around the sea of
Marmara to the Greek archipelago and the nearby islands of the
Aegean Sea, and then to the lonian Islands and the famous island
of Crete, and from there to the outskirts of the Adriatic Sea, to
the point of reaching global prominence.
Keywords: Trade; Venice; Constantinople; Fourth Crusade;
Trade privileges;
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