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Abstract

This study attempts to shed light on the pre-Islamic poetic discourse within the
framework of what is stated in the theory of reading and the aesthetics of reception in
its historical and simultaneous aspects. As for the historical approach, it is based on
the vision of Hans Robert Jauss who looks at the discourse and the relationships
between the readings that follow over time , while the simultaneous approach , laid
by Wolfgang Iser, deals with poetic discourse at a specific moment in time and
monitoring aspects of interaction and influence between the recipient and the
discourse.

The study includes four chapters:

- The first chapter dealt with the most important tributaries of knowledge that worked
on developing the receptive project, which formed the reference pillars for this theory.
These tributaries were mainly represented in phenomenological philosophy, the
achievements of Russian formalism, the efforts of the Prague structural school, as
well as the investigations of hermeneutics, and Gadamer's views of reading, while
the fields of sociology of literature appeared to consecrate the position that the
audience occupies, and at a later stage we presented the theory of reading according
to the perception of its pioneers in the Constance School: Jauss and Iser , and we
discussed the most important terms used by this school in crystallizing its ideas and
establishing its project.

- The second chapter explored the reception of pre-Islamic poetic discourse,
throughout history, from its first time until our late periods, in line with the vision of
Jauss, which was concerned with receiving literary works in light of the reader
successions. We also noted the great interest of the pre-Islamic poets in the mass
audience. The research stopped at the “horizon of expectation” as a central concept
upon which the theory of Yaws is based. In another topic, we have presented the
different styles of learning pre-Islamic poetry, and how the act of reception changed
with the change of time, place, or viewpoint of the recipient. In a final discussion, we
paused at the reading examples of pre-Islamic poetry among the ancient and modern
ones.

- The third chapter covered pre-Islamic poetic discourse, from the point of view of
Wolfgang Iser, in which we reviewed pages of the recipient’s interaction with the
discourse. We introduced the concept of "the implicit reader" as reviewed by Iser,
and dealt with the concept of "textual spaces”, which is the area in which the
discourse allows the recipient to interact with his worlds and enriches his reading
credentials, as we have taken care of the concept of "textual record”, through the
references it represents, which ensures the recipient's communication with the
structures of poetic discourse, and then achieving the reading act.

- The fourth chapter studied the artistic elements and their impact on the learning
process. Therefore, we dealt with poetic music and poetic image, and we examined
the beginning of the poem, as it is the first thing that the recipient encounters in his
dialogue with the poetic discourse. We discussed the poetic paradox by looking at
the tools and characteristics it possesses, targeting the recipient's expectation
horizon, as what characterizes it is its elusive nature that distracts the recipient into
distant connotations, before the meaning settles on its final connotations.

Key words: reader, receiver, horizon of expectation, implied reader,
hermeneutics, discourse, pre-Islamic poetry.



